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1.  What years did the 2 plots of this story take place? 
 a.  1986 and 1858 
 b.  1988 and 1843 
 c.  1982 and 1850 
 d. 1980 and 1855 
 
2.  Which of these parents “drank too much stout”? 
 a.  Christabel’s father 
 b. Maud’s father 
 c. Roland’s mother 
 d. Leonora’s mother 
 
3.  What is Val’s nickname for Roland? 

a. mole 
b. rat 
c. hunny 
d. baby 

 
4.  Who are the two experts on Christabel La Motte? 
 a. Maud and Beatrice 
 b. Maud and Paola 
 c. Maud and Ellen 
 d. Maud and Leonora 
 
5.  After Blanche died, who did Christabel move in with? 
 a. Emilie LaMotte 
 b. Isidore LaMotte 
 c. Sophie Bailey 
 d. Sabine de Kercoz 
 
6. Who wrote “Mummy Possest”? 
 a. Roland Michell 
 b. Randolph Henry Ash 
 c. Mrs. Lees 
 d. Leonora Stern 
 
 
 



 
 
7.  Who wrote “The Great Ventriloquist”? 
 a. Randolph Henry Ash 
 b. James Blackladder 
 c. Mortimer Cropper 
 d. Roland Mitchell 
 
8.  Who wrote “The Shadowy Portal”? 
 a. Mrs. Lees 
 b. Randolph Henry Ash 
 c. Christabel LaMotte 

d.  Maud Bailey 
 
9.  Who wrote “Mythologies”? 
 a.  Mrs. Lees 
 b.  Ellen Ash 
 c. Christabel LaMotte 
 d. Leonora Stern 
 
10.  Who wrote “Helpmeets”? 
 a.  Christabel LaMotte 
 b.  Leonora Stern 
 c.  Maud Bailey 
 d.  Ellen Ash 
 
11.  Who was nicknamed “The Princess”? 
 a. Maia Bailey 
 b. Val 
 c. Christabel LaMotte 
 d. Sabine de Kercoz 
 
12.  Which poem made Christabel question her “simple Christian faith”? 
 a. “The Enchanted Sorceress” 
 b. “Ragnarok” 
 c.  “Swammerdam” 
 d.  “Melusina” 
 
 
13.  Lady Bailey was in a wheel chair  

a. because of some unnamed debilitating disease 
b. because of  a riding accident 
c. because of a childhood illness 
d. because of an accident in a thunder storm 

 
 



 
4.  Who is Bertha? 
 a. Christabel’s sister 
 b. Blackladder’s assistant 
 c. Ellen’s servant 
 d. Fergus’s new girlfriend 
 
15.  Who said:  “Novels are works of art which are made out of language, and are made 
in solitude by one person and read in solitude by one person - by many different, single 
people, it is to be hoped.” 
 a. Maud Bailey 
 b. A. S. Byatt 
 c. Randolph  Henry Ash 
 d.  Beatrice Nest 
 
16.  In Christabel’s will, she left all of her papers to 
 a. Sabine de Kercoz 
 b. Sophie Bailey 
 c. George Bailey 
 d. Maia Bailey 
 
 
17.  How old was Ellen when she married Ash? 
 a. 32 
 b. 25 
 c. 41 
 d. 36 
 
18.  Where did Ash and Christabel travel together? 
 a. Yorkshire 
 b. Lincoln 
 c. Seal Court 
 d. Richmond Park 
 
19.  Where did Maud get her jet brooch? 
 a. She bought it while traveling with Roland 
 b. Fergus gave it to her as a gift 
 c.  She inherited it from Christabel 
 d.  She bought it years prior to remind her of Christabel 
 
20.  What is A. S. Byatt’s real name? 
 a.  Angela Shawn 
 b.  Alice Susan 
 c.  Antonia Susan 
 d.  Abigail Stratton 
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Fergus mentions that Dr. Maud Bailey, with whom he has had an affair, is an expert on 
CLM.  She runs a Women's Resource Centre in Lincoln [Lincolnshire is on the west 
coast, north of London].  The other expert is Prof. Leonora Stern from Tallahassee.  
 
CLM's grandparents Jean-Baptiste and Emilie LaMotte had fled the Terror of 1793 in 
France and escaped to England. Emilie's brother Raoul de Kercoz stayed behind to 
maintain the family manor Kernemet, in Brittainy, France.  Isidore was born in 1801, 
married Arabel Gumpert 1823. Their daughters were Sophie (born 1830, married Sir 
George Bailey of Seal Close in Lincolnshire) and Christabel (CLM, born 1825).  CLM 
had a small inheritance and lived with Blanche Glover (BG), who was also artistically 
inclined and who committed suicide by drowning in 1861.  After BG died, CLM went to 
live with her sister Sophie and wrote no more poetry, dying in 1890 at the age of 65.   
 
Blanche and CLM were assumed to be lesbians.] 
 
 Ellen senses something seems amiss with her servant Bertha.  Patience, her sister, arrives 
with her children.  Bertha is increasingly sullen...something ails her.  She has sinned, is 
pregnant, and must be let go.  She will not name the father [we never learn who the father 
is]. 
 
Jet is a compact black variety of lignite (lignite is sometimes referred to as brown 
coal because it has a brown streak -- i.e.,  powdered lignite is brown). Although 
jet is usually characterized, quite properly, as dense and homogeneous, much of 
it exhibits a woody structure, which manifests its derivation from conifers. 
 
 
September 1986: Roland Michell (Roland) is a 29 y/o literary researcher, a Ph.D. in 
literature from Prince Albert College in 1978.  He is researching Randolph Henry Ash 
(RHA), a noteworthy though fictitious Victorian poet, at the London Library.  Ash was 
the subject of his dissertation.  He works part-time for the noted Ash scholar James 
Blackadder (JB) in JB's "Ash Factory" at the British Museum.  JB, who is a Scot, has 
been editing the poet's Complete Works since 1951.  Roland is looking for sources to 
Ash's  poem Garden of Prosperpina [Persephone].  
 
He learns that in June 1858, RHA had met "Miss LaMotte" and "Miss Glover" for 
the first time at his breakfast party.  Miss LaMotte is the daughter of the writer of 
Mythologies, Isidore LaMotte. 

Back at the British Museum, JB, 54 y/o, works with his assistant Paola.  JB was 
asked to edit the Complete Poems and Plays of RHA in c. 1959, with support 
from Lord Ash, RHA's heir.  Roland tells him about the Vico, though not 
specifically about the letters he has stolen.  JB tells him about Isidore LaMotte, 
the author of Mythologies, an 1832 book about the legends of Bretagne (French, 
in English=Brittainy).  Miss LaMotte was the author of Last Things, various 
children's stories, and Tales Told in November.  He mentions Ellen Best Ash 
(EBA or Ellen), RHA's wife, who wrote a personal journal, and a single book 
called Helpmeets (about wives of great men such as Tennyson). 



Roland has already read some books about CLM.  CLM's grandparents Jean-
Baptiste and Emilie LaMotte had fled the Terror of 1793 in France and escaped 
to England. Emilie's brother Raoul de Kercoz stayed behind to maintain the 
family manor Kernemet, in Brittainy, France.  Isidore was born in 1801, married 
Arabel Gumpert 1823. Their daughters were Sophie (born 1830, married Sir 
George Bailey of Seal Close in Lincolnshire) and Christabel (CLM, born 1825).  
CLM had a small inheritance and lived with Blanche Glover (BG), who was also 
artistically inclined and who committed suicide by drowning in 1861.  After BG 
died, CLM went to live with her sister Sophie and wrote no more poetry, dying in 
1890 at the age of 65.   

Like Petrarch's Laura and Dante's Beatrice, MPC believes Embla represents a 
real woman in RHA's life. He ponders Ellen's reluctance to marry RHA and her 
father's doubts about him--she was 36 when she married him.  He recalls how 
Victorian men turned to the underworld of prostitutes to satisfy their urges--did 
the prim Ellen satisfy the sensual RHA reflected in this poem, or did she hide a 
more passionate nature, or did RHA simply sublimate his desires? 

letter from RHA on Whitby, his visit to stores selling carved jet (lignite).  He has sent her 
a piece of jet jewelry and a poem.  Bracelets with hair...  The shopkeeper notes Maud's jet 
hair brooch, says it is by a noted artist Isaac Greenberg, predates 1861.  Maud lets her 
bundled golden hair fall when she hands over the brooch  She has apparently inherited 
this brooch from CLM. 


